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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

 This Ecological Enhancement Plan has been completed on behalf of Hilltopp Ltd, for the Site off 

Doddington Lane, Stubton. It has been produced to provide details to the South Kesteven District 

Council about the planning application referring to the erection of four residential properties 

(Application Ref: S25/1033).  

 This document is for the purpose of discharging condition 7 of the planning permission that 

states: 

“‘No development shall take place until a scheme of ecological enhancement has been 

submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority.  The approved details shall 

be carried out in accordance with a timetable specified by the local planning authority.” 

Site Details 

 The site is located within the rural setting of Stubton, found within Newark. The Site is surrounded 

by arable land with associated hedgerows.  

Figure 1-1: Site Context 

 

Purpose of This Report  

 This document is supplied to provide prescriptions of enhancement measures on Site in the 

interest of nature conservation and to accord with the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 This document provides the prescriptions of ecological enhancements; all habitat management 

prescriptions (existing and proposed) will be provided within the habitat management and 

monitoring plan (HMMP), required as part of the BNG net gain report.  

Roles and Responsibilities 

 The landowner is responsible for the successful implementation of the details within this 

document and its dissemination to appointed contractors. 
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 The Ecologist for this project is Ali McLaughlin MSc, BA (Hons) MCIEEM. Ali has over 19 years’ 

experience in habitat and protected species scoping assessments and is appropriately 

experienced based on the CIEEM competencies for carrying out such surveys (CIEEM, 2017). 

Ali has FISC level 4 for botanical assessment awarded by the BSBI. Ali is registered to use a 

level 2 personal bat licence and great crested newt licence, acts as the named ecologist on 

numerous mitigation licences and is one of a small number of consultants nationwide registered 

under the Bat Mitigation Class Licence scheme (RC205); all of which further demonstrates her 

competence to lead this type of work.  

 She has worked with the landowner to determine the most appropriate locations for 

enhancements based on the proposed buildings and habitats present / proposed.  
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2. ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENT PLAN  

 The following enhancements will be implemented (their approximate locations are shown in the 

Appendix): 

• 1 x Refugia (log and brash piles) will be placed at the southeastern corner of the Site. 

This habitat will be created from brash and logs. A hole should be dug at least 1m by 1m 

in size; Logs should be laid vertically, buried at least 0.5m deep into the ground. Above 

ground, logs need to look like organ pipes and be different heights, at least 0.5m above 

ground. The wood can be piled up in any order or stacked neatly (either is fine). Once 

created it must remain on Site and not be moved. 

• 2 x Integrated bat boxes will be installed on two of the proposed residential properties. 

The bat boxes have been proposed south of the residential development, facing the 

proposed ecological enhancement area, which will attract insects (foraging habitat for 

bats). Bat boxes are best placed in locations exposed to the sun for part of the day 

(usually south, south-east or south-west) facing, at least 3m high. 

Bat boxes such as the Ibstock Enclosed Bat Box 'C' would be suitable, however similar 

boxes would also be acceptable.  

Figure 2-1: Example Ibstock Enclosed Bat Box 'C' 

 

4 x Integrated bird boxes (example provided below) will be erected at eaves level, on 

the east elevation of two of the structures, east of the Site. The boxes will be installed, 

spaced at least 1m apart and not placed directly above windows or doors. Boxes are 

available from https://www.nhbs.com (or similar); 

https://www.nhbs.com/
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Figure 2-2: Example ACO Polymer Build-in Bird Box 

 

• 2 x Hedgehog boxes (example provided below) will be placed within in the area to be 

enhanced as scrub habitat. The domes will be placed adjacent to the existing hedgerow, 

where scrub will eventually grow around the hedgehog dome, creating additional refuge 

for mammals. 

Figure 2-3: Schwegler Hedgehog Dome 

 

• 7 x Mammal (hedgehog) highways will be placed around the residential gardens in 

fences to allow mammals such as hedgehogs to pass through the garden habitat to the 

ecological enhancement area (no mammal highways are requested where hedgerows 

replace fences as residential boundaries). All gaps should be approximately 13cm by 

13cm. Further information can be found here: 

https://www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/actions/how-create-hedgehog-hole  

Confirmation of Site Works 

 This document shall be implemented, with all features installed within 6 months of the residential 

development’s completion.  

 

 

  

 

  

https://www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/actions/how-create-hedgehog-hole
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